Busy Road Construction Season Ahead
City, County, and State Cooperate to Provide Cohesive Overview
In late March the City Of Seattle, the state of Washington and Sound Transit presented an overview of the summer construction season for 2009. Luckily for us and our gasoline bills, the various transportation departments are working together to provide citizens with a comprehensive overview of construction projects and detours.  They are also partnering to provide a new resource, CommuteSeattle.com, which can help you plan alternate modes of transportation during the dog days of summer asphalt. 

First, there is a “triage” project for I-5 all through King County, with many weekend closures on the schedule. This triage project will help push out the major reconstruction of I-5 for eight to ten years. Another major project is on the I-90 bridge will result in closure of the express lanes for nineteen days in May. There is a failing expansion joint that must be fixed.

The city is continuing work on SR 519. This is the route around Safeco Field, creating an overpass on Royal Brougham so that traffic and pedestrians are not held up by rail services.  There will be many closures in that area on days when there are no events drawing more than 10,000 people.
This summer also marks the beginning of the end of the “Mercer Mess.” The Mercer East project will begin in the area of the street just south of Lake Union. Building demolitions happen this year, with street construction in 2010. Also in the works for this summer are pedestrian improvements in Belltown and eight different repaving/repair projects downtown and in nearby areas. One of these, on Broad Street from the RR tracks up to 1st Ave., will have direct impact on nearly all of us.

Finally, Sound Transit presented the summer plans for Link Light Rail construction. This summer the University Link line, 3.15 miles from Westlake Station to UW with stations at Capitol Hill and Husky Stadium.  Getting the line from downtown to the U means passing under I-5. This must be done carefully to avoid compromising the strength of the freeway or the many utilities that run underground in the Cherry St. area. This summer that construction will involve closing exits and rerouting traffic around the Olive Way area and closing the Pike/Pine express lane ramp. 

While this is all probably giving you a headache just now, there is help on the way. The site seattle.gov/transportation/constructionmap has tools that will allow you to view all construction projects and detours on a quarterly basis. And CommuteSeattle.com compiles information for bus, rail, carpools, bikes, walking, vanpools, zipcars, and parking, all in one convenient location.  It also provides traffic information and weather reports to help speed your commute no matter what mode of transportation you use. Look for a link to CommuteSeattle.con on the WFL web site. 
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